Animals IN THE NEWS

Who'’s an ugly little

Rascal then?

A pure bred Chinese Crested named Rascal
has taken top prize in the annual Ugly Dog
Contest in California.
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Rascal s proud owner Dane Andrew insisted:

| think he s the most handsome dog | ve ever seen. People just say, Your dog is ugly. So we just
go with it and have fun with it. He s the best at what he does, | guess. He s ugly. Rascal outdid
four other unfortunate pooches, including last year s winner, Chomper, who took third place.

Miracle of love for injured stork i\ ~
Vets who saved a female stork, shot by hunters in Croatia, thought her . “
days were numbered - but reckoned without the devotion of her mate.

The vets knew the female, which they called Malena, would never

y again but put her back on her nest thinking she would
not survive the winter. When her partner, named Rodan,

ew south with their young they expected that she would
eventually die and certainly never mate again. But their predictions were proved wrong after the Vokic
family where she had a nest helped to feed her through the long winter months and she survived. And
- even more amazingly - Rodan has returned every year to mate with his partner and rear another clutch of
chicks. Every year Rodan ies 13,000 kilometres to South Africa to spend winter in the warm and then the
same distance back again to be back with his injured love. Her lover is amazing - this year when he arrived
from South Africa where he spent the winter, despite the fact that he had travelled 13,000 kilometres he
immediately made love to Malena. It was clear they were pleased to see each other. Because she cant y
Rodan teaches the little ones to y and accompanies them to the south every season.

Broody hen adopts puppies
A hen has astonished its owners on a Shropshire
farm - by taking a litter of puppies under its wing.

Mabel took a shine to the pups and now keeps them
warm by roosting on top of them in their dog basket.
She took to them like they were her own chicks
Mabel s owners hope that that soon Mabel will have
her own chicks to look after but they don t think
Nettle will be returning the favour when that happens.
It was within a week Mabel was jumping in the box
with them and brooding over them.
She took to them like they were her own chicks.




