The Dachshund

(Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dachshund)

| The dachshund is a short-legged, elongated
dog breed, of the hound family.The
' standard size was developed to scent,
chase, and flush badgers and other
burrow-dwelling animals, while the
miniature was developed to hunt smaller
prey, like rabbits.
% The name“dachshund”is of German origin
& and literally means “badger dog’; from
Dachs (“badger”) and Hund (“dog”).
Because of their long, narrow build, they are
sometimes nicknamed hot dog dog, wiener
' dog or sausage dog. Although “dachshund”
is a German word, in modern German they
are also commonly known by the name
Dackel; in the case of the formally certified
I hunting and tracking rank, the name Teckel
is used.While classified in the hound group or scent hound group, many dachshunds, specially
the wire-haired subtype, may exhibit behavior and appearance that are similar to that of the
terrier group of dogs.

Characteristics:

* Appearance

The typical dachshund is long-bodied and muscular,

with short and stubby legs. Its paws are unusually large

and paddle-shaped, for efficient digging. It has skin that

is loose enough not to tear while tunneling in tight

burrows to chase prey.The dachshund has a deep chest

to allow enough lung capacity to keep going when

hunting.Its snout is long with an increased nose area

that absorbs odours.

There are three types, classified by their coats: short-

haired, called “smooth”; long-haired; and wire-haired.

* Size

Dachshunds come in three sizes: standard, miniature and kaninchen, which means rabbit.
Although the standard and miniature sizes are recognized almost universally, the rabbit size is
not recognized by clubs in the United States and the United Kingdom, but is recognized by all
of the clubs within the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (World Canine Federation) (FCI),
which contain kennel clubs from 83 countries all over the world.

A full-grown standard dachshund averages 6.8 kg to 13 kg, while the miniature variety
normally weighs less than 5 kg.The kaninchen weighs 3.6 kg to 4.5 kg.




* Temperament

Dachshunds are playful, known for their propensity for
chasing small animals, birds, and tennis balls with great
determination and ferocity. Many dachshunds are
stubborn, making them a challenge to train.

They have a loud bark and without proper training they
can become nuisance barkers. Dachshunds are known for
their devotion and loyalty to their owners, though they can
be standoffish towards strangers. If left alone, many dachshunds will whine until they have
companionship. Like many dogs if left alone too frequently, some dachshunds are prone to
separation anxiety and may chew objects in the house to relieve stress. Dachshunds can be
difficult to housebreak, and patience and consistency is often needed in this endeavor.

The dachshund is clever, lively and courageous to the point of rashness, persevering in above
and below ground work, with all the senses well-developed. Any display of shyness is a serious
fault. Their temperament and body language give the impression that they do not know or
care about their relatively small size. Like many small hunting dogs, they will challenge a larger
dog.Indulged dachshunds may become snappy or extremely obstinate.

Many dachshunds do not like unfamiliar people and many will growl or bark at them.
Although the dachshund is generally an energetic dog, some are sedate. This dog’s behavior is
such that it is not the dog for everyone. A bored dachshund will become destructive. If raised
improperly and not socialized at a young age, dachshunds can become aggressive or fearful.
They require a caring owner who understands their need for entertainment and exercise.
Dachshunds may not be the best pets for small children. Like any dog, dachshunds need a
proper introduction at a young age.Well trained Dachshunds and well behaved children
usually get along fine. Otherwise, they may be aggressive and bite an unfamiliar child,
especially one that moves quickly around them or teases them.However, many Dachshunds
are very tolerant and loyal to children within their family, but these children should be mindful
of the vulnerability of the breed'’s back and not carry them around roughly.

Health

The breed is known to have spinal problems, especially intervertebral disk disease (IVDD), due
in part to an extremely long spinal column and short rib cage. The risk of injury may be
worsened by obesity, jumping, rough handling, or intense exercise, which place greater strain
on the vertebrae.
- : - In addition to back problems, the breed is also prone to patellar
' ‘»ﬁ - v luxation which is where the kneecap can become dislodged.
P . R ) Other dachshund health problems include hereditary epilepsy,
v,, . ?.’f . | dentalissues, Cushing’s syndrome, thyroid problems, various
e . V * ’ ﬁt allergies and various eye conditions. Since the occurrence and
7 v o '  severity of these health problems is largely hereditary,
breeders are working to eliminate these characteristics.




